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In 1774, Richard Bolitho is a newly appointed Third Lieutenant, joining the 28-gun frigate
Destiny. Dispatched on a secret mission, Destiny and her company face the hazards of
conspiracy, treason, and piracy. It is amidst the broadside battles and clashes of swords that
Bolitho learns to accept his new responsibilities as a King's officer.

From Library JournalPublished in 1977, 1975, and 1980, respectively, these are the first three
installations in Kent's ongoing series of the adventures of protagonist Richard Bolitho. The plots
follow Bolitho's various exploits in the Royal Navy in the late 19th century. McBooks will
eventually reprint all 23 Bolitho novels.Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information,
Inc.Review"The Horatio Hornblower novels of C.S. Forester were among the most genuinely
satisfying novels of the last forty years, and now that Alexander Kent is patrolling the same sea
lanes, the stories are as good as ever." —The New York Times"All the briny echoes of fictional
marine heroes can be heard again in these rip-rousing tales of naval warfare . . . as the stalwart
Bolitho gains the trust of his crew and admiration of his superiors." —Saturday Evening
PostAbout the AuthorAlexander Kent, pen name of Douglas Edward Reeman, joined the British
Navy at 16, serving on destroyers and small craft during World War II, and eventually rising to
the rank of lieutenant. He has taught navigation to yachtsmen and has served as a script adviser
for television and films. His books have been translated into nearly two dozen languages.Read
more
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bah, “Great read rapid paced.. Great period novel. To anyone who likes this type of book.Could
have used God's name in vain less. Having been in the Navy I am aware of the language used.”

Kevin, “Bolitho, like Atlas, carries the weight of the world on his shoulders. Alexander Kent has
succeeded at creating a world with characters, ships and history that can help the reader
suspend disbelief. I enjoy nautical fiction of this era and there are plenty of opportunities in the
book to glean historical ambiance skillfully conveyed by the author. I had to get accustomed to
Bolitho being perpetually glum and burdened as he continuously relates in his inner dialog. I'm
sure there are people like that but I find it difficult to connect and remain interested when the
main character's world view never seems to evolve. It is fairly easy to anticipate the plot. This is
my second time reading the series in two decades and I admit to not finding it as interesting the
second time around but I still believe it's worth a read. Kent is a good writer in how he conveys
the setting, dialog and building a plot that makes sense, leaves nothing undone and carries the
reader through the series arc. Yes, the plot has some predictability but I can overlook the
downside to that since Kent effectively creates a good yarn, even if there are few surprises. I still
recommend it as long as you know what you're getting.”

Robin T., “The best since Forest !. I have read every book by Douglas Reeman aka Alexander
Kent and can not recommend them high enough, they are beyond a doubt the best naval novels
out there.”

geigerone, “Excellent!. A wonderful book. I would highly recommend this book to anyone who
loves the  sea.  Well written!  Cannot wait to read next book.”

Susan G., “Danger on land and sea!. Love the settings; the stories; the charming hero of Bolitho!”

studebhawk, “Stand Into Danger. Adventure at Sea Richard Bolitho, our hero, continues his
development as a naval officer in this well done series. Posted to a new ship, we are introduced
to a new group of shipmates and new storylines.. The author builds on his foundation from Book
#1 by taking a raw Midshipman to that of Lieutenant in the British Navy. The author masterfully
mixes in history to the narrative as the story flow builds in action as our hero is matched up to
new challenges as he must lead men in battle and manage to stay alive. The action builds as
does our interest. The end result leaves the reader hungry for more.”

Roger J. Buffington, “Ripping naval fiction in the 1700s British Navy. This is the second
installment of the "Richard Bolitho" series, about a fictional British naval officer during the
1700s. In this novel Bolitho is newly promoted to Lieutenant. The ship to which he is assigned
has a secret mission involving intrigue and treasure (no spoilers here). The best aspect of this



novel is the continued maturation and development of Lieutenant Bolitho. There is plenty of
action in this novel, and it is an excellent read.My favorite aspect of the "Bolitho" novels are the
parts that deal with the American Revolution. This second Bolitho novel does not deal with that
topic much.  No matter; it is still an engrossing novel.  Recommended.  RJB.”

Robert Fraley, “Fast read. Just what I wanted”

Ebook Library Reader, “I enjoyed the book a lot. I enjoyed the book a lot. I'm a fan of Hornblower
and the Aubrey/Maturin books and this is along the same lines. I did get a bit nervous about the
romantic entanglement - what could possibly go wrong? Well, everything, as it turned out. I felt
sorry for the young Richard - he's only 18 in this book, and ripe to fall into the arms of an older
and experienced woman, manipulated by the other men involved. And the passages with the
woman are a little overblown, which I suppose is in keeping with his emotional immaturity at this
point. It wasn't enough to cost a star from my verdict though.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Excellent. Another great story from Alexander lent full of action from stat
to end.it's amazing how the book can be enjoyed as a novel on it's own but is part of a much
bigger story brilliant”

Smosdell, “Excellently worked adventure. I come from a naval family but sadly I was a firefighter
regretting the choice after reading this novel this book is a credit to the ROYAL NAVY and to the
men that fed her ever ever hungry ships .I was shocked to read that the men were savagely
killed and wounded by huge wooden  slivers  from the hull God bless them all”

Donald Laight, “Excellent. Similar to the Hornblower saga but much more lifelike and more
detail .An exciting deadLock forward to the  next one”

StonehavenAndy, “Great yarn.. A good read in the tradition of Hornblower. I’ve enjoyed Douglas
Reeman’s naval novels before, but never tried Bolitho. Well worth the effort.”

The book by Robert O. Chase has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 1,432 people have provided feedback.
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